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The University of Pennsylvania Dental School’s Research Day was held earlier this year 
than in prior years. It was moved from Alumni Week in May to mid-April. The change might 
have to do with the current political climate and how the administration plans to address 
lost funding issues with their alumni. 

The mood and tone of the event were subdued. The weather was damp and chilly so the 
outdoor tables during the buEet lunch were empty. The lunch was a variety of sandwiches 
and potato chips. It was disappointing that there were no accommodations for those who 
observe Passover. Most attendees grabbed a sandwich and came inside, eating while 
standing up or crowding around display counters. When I inquired about the food, I was 
told that in a time that is plagued by budget cuts to research, it seemed wrong to have a 
lavish meal. One researcher shared that the withholding of federal funds was not impacting 
all the university departments equally; the sciences and medical research were bearing the 
brunt of the fiscal losses. 

The Joseph L Rabinowitz Memorial Lecture was presented via Zoom because the speaker, 
Michail Lionakis, from NIH was unable to travel due to a federal government travel 
restriction. He presented interesting research related to fungal infections, specifically 
Candida, the most common type. If I understood the information correctly, the research 
initially focused on two diEerent shapes that manifested in this fungus, one elongated, the 
other more globular. One type primarily was found in people with suppressed immune 
systems. The research has led to implications in more than 20 diseases that had not 
previously been associated with fungal infections. 

The highlight of the day for me was chatting with two of the winners of the Joseph and 
Josephine Rabinowitz Award for Excellence in Research from 2024. Dr. Myra Laird reported 
that her project had received a senior NSF award which will provide funding for the next five 
years. Through our award, she was able to take several students with her to Chicago where 
her collaborator is located. The students collected data for their own related projects that 
were being shared at the Penn Dental School Research Day. She texted me photos of two of 
her students with their research posters. Both photos acknowledged the Rabinowitz 
Award. 

Kyle Vining, another 2024 winner, spoke with me and then followed up with an email. He 
said: 

 



Hi Lois,  
 
It was great seeing you again yesterday at PDM Research Day!  
It’s been a fun and exciting year, thanks to your family’s support.  
I attached some photos of my students presenting their projects supported by the Joseph and 
Josephine Rabinowitz Award.  
Some highlights include master’s student Chenyang Zhang’s oral presentation at the BMES 
Conference in Baltimore, MD in October 2024. His work is now being prepared as a revised 
manuscript for publication. Master’s student Keyu Chen presented her poster at the Materials 
Research Society Conference in Boston, MA, in December 2024. She was also named a finalist 
for the CiPD RESTORE Prize. Keyu is currently finishing her project before starting PhD at the 
University of Michigan this upcoming fall. She plans to submit her work for publication before 
she leaves the lab this summer. 
I’ll share any updates we have on these manuscripts once they are accepted for publication. 
Sincerely, 
Kyle 
 
The third winner from 2024 had just left for maternity leave. 
 
Dr. Wolf, the Dean of the Dental School, made an appearance at the awards ceremony. I did 
not see him at any of the lectures I attended. Dr. Esra Sahingur introduced both the Rabinowitz 
Award and the Rabinowitz Memorial Lecture. She speaks with a heavy accent which made it 
difficult to understand much of the information related to those honors. (Example: She 
pronounced our last name as Rah-been- oh-veetch). 
 
The 2025 Rabinowitz Award Winner included Kathleen Boesze-Battaglia, a colleague of Dad’s. 
She had won previously in 2011. Her research focuses on the eyes. This year’s project is 
entitled Effects of Western Diet on Retinal Lipoprotein Metabolism and Visual Function. I asked 
why she was at a Dental School when her research focused on eyes. She explained that she 
was originally hired to teach a specific class and that the Dental School was not concerned 
about her research interests.  
 
The other two 2025 winners (Katherine Theken and Marco Tizzano) were cordial and pleasant. I 
told them that I would be interested in their research findings, and would speak with them in 
2026 to hear how the Joseph and Josephine Rabinowitz Award had impacted their research.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Myra Laird’s student researcher Tucker Sprayberry 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Myra Laird’s student researcher Shahd Habeb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Kyle Vining with two of his student researchers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keyu Chen with research poster (note the top righthand corner: Joseph and Josephine 
Rabinowitz Award) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chenyang Zhang’s oral presentation at the BMES Conference in Baltimore, MD 

 


